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Ambassador s Denial of CIA Txes Treafed Vith Skepticism

BY DON COOK
Times Staft Weiter

1ISEON—Ever since American

Lmbassador Frank Carlucel arrived
I'bre three months ago, ke has been

usy <‘xooung do*m sicries that he
r*=”" works fer the Ceniral Intel-
l*ﬂ“ce Agency, and it hzs been like
Xiing flies with an airrifle.

He has now tried ihe lypaper
tzchnique,” facing a Lisoon press con-
ference arranged at the unusual invi-

tzldon of the Lmom;..on Dnistry.
“Ih gbout 100 Periuguese and:

-.,re1m journalisty But however suc.
ces=f he might have been, the CIA
ple\ goes on buzzing in Lishon

d probably never will expire.
'Ihe ambassador. at least won
Plaudits for his fluent Portuguese
which was reported to be gramatical.
1" almost perfect if somewhat marred
for Lisbon perfectionists by a Brazili-
‘an accent. As for the press confer-
exce itself, the questions were, pre-
c.ctably, along the lires of "have you
‘=eoped beating your wife™ {as it
Tzppens, Carlucei has no wife). And

‘Eis replies were greeted, predictably,

with “Methinks he doth.protest tog
ch'h

The Portuguese p'es= there dars is
Tefiscontrolled almest acress the
bozrd, much of it openly Communist.

" And about al thet Carucei could

really expect when he decided to

Jace the mob was that they would -

--D»ou his name right and quote him

rrectly. That was abou’ what his
CIA. cisclaimers got, glong with-a
Jzrge dose of skepticism,

Tne weekly newpaper Sempre Fixe
<aried the story of the press confer-
€:10e under a headline "One Hour to
- Sav '\o with a cartoon of Carlueci
r:‘dxn_" a halo over his own head and
2 Iead ty the aricle which read:
*iured to the press conierence by

‘“'n*ues of ciariication, Ar"'.,ad all

-{

2 g0 were genigls’”

"ra Lisbon daily Diari 0 c:' \o‘xmas,
=2 of Lthe more resoo D
=2 counwry, leaped jor 135 keadiine

~ Frank Carlucci .
ap

‘on the eircumstancss under which

" Carlueei had been forced to leave

Zanzibar where he served as head of

“the "American dipiomatic mission.

Their headline read T{iritions was
the word Frank Carinesi used when
he was thrown out of Zanzibar® -

1t was indeed true, for it seems that
at some particularly tense point in a
Zambian governmental upheaval,
Carlucei got on the telephone to
Washington and said over an open

" Jine that he wanted more "ammuni-

tion” in the form of policy decisions
and instructions to ¢eal with the si-
tuation. The gleeful Zanzivarians lise
iening in on the conversation de-
clared him persona non grata and
tossed him out. Try to expiain this to -
the Portuguese press these days and
have it understeots

Carlueel, as can be surmised, is a

" combative personality and not exact-

Iy a low-profis o.:"'c'nat. Having.
served in such exctiz trouble posis as
Zanzibar, Kinsrasz and Brazil, and
having been sent 1o Lisbon because
Secretary of Jiaie Henrv A, Kissin-
rer did not think the embassy here
was being tough erouzh about the

“local Commun;.» preoisms, it reallv is

tenstuck with the CIA label

Wtether zn open press conferanes, |

exposing himself to some impossible
questions (can you produce -doc.
uments {0 prove you were nod ine
volved in the March coup®™) was the
best way to dezl with the situziion,
most of Carlucei’s diplomatic cel-
leagues in Lisbon would doybt. But
at least he is on the record as narag

denied any CIA connection.

*Tt is inconceivable that someome

- from" the CIA could occup? tr.ﬂﬂ
foreign and domestic posts thkat I

‘have, which need careful clearance
by the United States Senate” Carluc-
ci said "I have ot nor ever have

been a CIA member, and the United

States had no part whatsoever in the
events of March 11 {the attempted
countercoup in .Portuval wmch
:Eaﬂed).' .

Before the press wnference, Cars

the subject of his alleged CIA in-
volvement and sent a formal protest
to the Portuguese Foreign Mnistry

about an article on the subject which

appeared in the-Lisbon newspaper

" Capital At the same time he wrote 1o

the Ministry of Information to com-
plain about a “well-oiled. well-direc:.

ed smear campaign" 2gainst him. Tha I
- result was the invitation from Irfore - .
.mation Minister Jorge Jest

k on US. Envey &

‘ not very surprising that ke has go‘-

Tucci had given severat on-the-record
. interviews to American journalisson’

uino. to

come 1o the ministry in persone .

which Carlueei pvornm..v accepied.
Whether his efforts have been efe
fectxve or cou...e—prodact've, whet
er it will now die awav or wi
there is enough inuendo t’ro'ﬂ the
press coniergnce to kee .1g~

- going. Temains to be seen. 1r= fact,
that the deputy directior of the C’.A. !

Lt Gen. Vernon A Walters. mzss.
visit 10 Poriugal last Ay
ticulariy difficult period in
hived era of Gen. Anzonio c= Nie ‘.‘ )

presidency is net much ko 1o Care |

lucel and the American Emoass (5=
dzv,

ether
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